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An ADDRESS, 

O much hath been faid upon the fubjedt 

of Slave-keeping, that an apology may 

be required for this addrefs. The on¬ 

ly one I fhall offer is, that the evil hill conti¬ 

nues. This may in part be owing to the great 

attachment we have to our own intereft, and 

in part to the fubjedt not being fully exhaufted. 

The defign of the following addrefs is to fum 

up the leading arguments againft it, feveral of 

which have not been urged by any of thofe au¬ 

thors who have written upon it. 

Without entering into the hiftory of the fadls 

which relate to the Have trade, I fhall proceed 

immediately to combat the principal arguments 

which are ufed to fupport it. 

And here I need hardly fay any thing in favor 

of the Intelledls of the Negroes, or of their ca¬ 

pacities for virtue and happinefs, although thefe 

have been fuppofed by feme to be inferior to 

thofe 
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V 
I 

thofe of the inhabitants of Europe. The ac¬ 

counts which travellers give us of their ingenu¬ 

ity, humanity, and ftrong attachment to their 

parents, relations, friends and country, Ihow 

us that they are equal to the Europeans, when 

we allow for the diverfity of temper and geni¬ 

us which is occafioned by climate. We have 

many well attefted anecdotes of as fublime and 

difinteretled virtue among them as ever adorned 

a Roman or a Chriftian charafter ^[. But we 

are to diftinguifh between an African in his 

own country, and an African in a ftate of Ha- 

very in America. Slavery is fo foreign to the 

human mind, that tne moral faculties, as well 

as thofe of the underftanding are debafed, and 

rendered torpid by it. All the vices which 

are charged upon the Negroes in the fouthern 

colonies 

See Spectator, Vol. I. No. u. 

There is now in the town of Bofton a Free Negro 

Girl, about 18 years of age, who has been bur 9 years 

in the country, whole fmgular genius and accomplilh- 

ments are l'uch as not only do honor to her fex, but to 

human nature. Several of her poems have been print- 

ed3 and read with pleafure by the public. 



colonies and the Weft-Indies, fuch as Idlenefs 

Treachery, Theft, and the like, are the genu¬ 

ine offspring of flavery, and ferve as an ar<ju- 

ment to prove that they were not intended, by 

Providence for it. 

Nor let it be faid, in the prefent A ge, that 

their black color (as it is commonly called) ei¬ 

ther fubje&s them to, or qualifies them for 

fiavery *. The vulgar notion of their be- 

* Montefquieu, in his Spirit of Laws, treats this argu¬ 

ment with the ridicule it deferves. 

117 ERE I to vindicate our right to make flaves 

* * of the Negroes, thefe fhould be my argu¬ 

ments. 

The Europeans having extirpated the Americans, 

were obliged to make flaves of the Africans, for clear¬ 

ing fuch vaffc tracts of land. 

Sugar would be too dear, if the plants which pro¬ 

duce it were cultivated by any other than Haves. 

Thefe creatures a e all over black, and vsith fuch a 

flat nofe, that they can fcarcely be pitied. 

It is hardly to be believed that God, who is a wife 

bein , fhould place a foul, efpecially a good foul, in 

fuch a black ugly body. 

The Negroes prefer a glafs necklace to that gold, 

which 



ing defcended from Cain, who was fuppofed to 

have been marked with this color, is too abfurd 

to need a refutation. — Without enquiring 

into the Caufe of this blacknefs, I fhall only add 

upon this fubjed, that fo far from being acurfe, 

it fubjedts the Negroes to no inconveniences, 

but on the contrary qualifies them for that part 

of the Globe in which providence has placed 

them. The ravages of heat, difeafes and time, 

appear lefs in their faces than in a white one ; 

and when we exclude variety of color from out- 

ideas oi Beauty, they may be faid to poffefs e- 

very thing necefiary to conftitute it in common 

with the white people It 

which polite nations fo highly value: can there be a 

greater proof of their wanting common fenfe ? 

It is impoffible for us to fuppofe thefe creatures to 

be men, becaufe, allowing them to be men, a fufpi- 

cion would follow, that we ourfelves are not Chri- 

ftians.” Book xv. Chap. v. 

| c< Quamvis ille niger, quamvis tu candidus elfest 

—-Nimium ne crede colori. 

Alba Ligudra cadunt ; Vaccinia nigra leguntur.” 

Virgil. 

a I am black, but comely” 
w 

Song of Solomon. 



c 5 ; 
It has been urged by the inhabitants o£ the 

Sugar I(lands and South Carolina, that it would 

be impofiible to carry on the manufactories of Su¬ 

gar, Rice, and Indigo, without negro (laves. No 

manufactory can ever be of confequence en¬ 

ough to focicty,to admit the lead violation of the 

Laws of juftice or humanity. But 1 am far from 

thinking the arguments ufed in favor of em¬ 

ploying Negroes for the cultivation of tnefe ar¬ 

ticles, fhould have any Weight.— M Le Poi- 

vre, late envoy from the king of France, to the 

king of Cochin-China, and now intendant of 

the. ifles of Bourbon and Mauritius, in his ob- 

fervations upon the manners and arts of the 

various nations in Africa and Afia, fpeaking of 

thf culture of fugar in Cochin-China, has the 

following remarks—“ It is worthy obfervation 

too, that the fugar cane is there cultivated 

by freemen, and all the procefs of preparati¬ 

on and refining, the work of free hands. Com¬ 

pare then the price of the Cochin-Chinefe pro¬ 

duction with the fame commodity which is cul¬ 

tivated and prepared by the wretched (laves of 

our European colonies, and judge if, to pro¬ 

cure fugar from our colonies, it was neceffary 

to 



to authorize by law the flavery of the unhappy 

Africans tianlported to America.§ From what 

I have obferved at Cochin-China, I cannot en¬ 

tertain a doubt, but that our Weft-India colo¬ 

nies, had they been diftributed without referva- 

tion amongfl: a free people, would have produced 

double the quantity that is now procured from 

the labour of the unfortunate negroes. 
O 

What advantage, then, has accrued to Eu¬ 

rope, civilized as it is, and thoroughly verfed 

in the laws of nature, and the rights of man- 

kind, by legally authorizing in our colonies, the 

daily outrages againft human nature, permitt¬ 

ing them to debafe man almoft below the level of 

the oeafts of the field ? Thefe flaviin laws have 

proved as oppofite to its intereft, as they are 

to its honour, and to the laws of humanity. 

1 his remark I have often made. 

Liberty and property form the bafis of abun¬ 

dance, and good agriculture : I never obferved 

it 

§ White fugar, of the bcft quality, is fold for three Dol¬ 

lars the Cochin-China quintal, which weighs from 150 

to 200 pounds French. Ninety-one pounds eight ounces 

French, makes one hundred pounds Englilh. 



is to flourifh where thofe rights of mankind were 

not firmly eftabliflied. The earth, which mul¬ 

tiplies her productions with a kind of profu- 

fion, under the hands of the free-born labour¬ 

er, feems to {brink into barrennefs under the 

fweat of the Have. Such is the will of the 

great Author of our Nature, who has creat¬ 

ed man free, and afligned to him the earth, that 

he might cultivate his poflefiion with the fweat of 

his brow ; but (till fhould enjoy his -Liberty.5* 

Now if the plantations in the iflands and 

the fouthern colonies were more limited, and 

freemen only employed in working them, 

the general produ61 would be greater, al¬ 

though the profits to individuals would be 

lefs,— a circumftance this, which by diminifh- 

ing opulence in a few, would fupprefs Lux¬ 

ury and Vice, and promote that equal di- 

firibution of property, which appears bell cal¬ 

culated to promote the welfare of Society.-* 

B I 

* From this account of Le Poivre’s, we may learn the 

futility of the argument, that the number of veiTels in 

the fugar trade, ferve as a nurfery for feamen, and that 

the Negroes confume a large quantity of the manufactures 



I know it has been faid by fome, that none 

but the natives of warm climates could undergo 

the exceffive heat and labor of the Weft-India 

iflands. But this argument is founded upon 

an errors for the reverfe of this is true. I have 

been informed by good authority, that one Eu¬ 

ropean who efcapes the firft or fecond year, will 

do twice the work, and live twice the num¬ 

ber of years that an ordinary Negro man will 

do : nor need we be furpriz’d at this, when we 

hear that fuch is the natural fertility of foil, 

and fo numerous the fpontaneous fruits of the 

earth in the'interior parts of Africa, that the 

natives live in plenty at the expence of little or 

no labor, which, in warm climates, has ever 

been found to be incompatible with long life 
and 

cf Great Britain. If freemen only were employed in the 

iflands, a double quantity of fugar would be made, and 

of courfe twice the number of veffels and feamen would 

be made ufe of in the trade. One freeman confumes 

yearly four times the quantity of Britifh goods that a 

Negro docs. Slaves multiply in all countries flowly. 

Freemen multiply in proportion as flavery is difeouraged. 

It is to be hoped therefore that motives of policy will at 

lad induce Britons to give up a trade, which thofe of 

juflice and humanity cannot prevail upon them to re- 

linqnifli. 
a - V 



and happinefs. Future ages, therefore, when 

they read the accounts of the Slave Trade (—if 

they do not regard them as fabulous) 

will be at a lofs which to condemn mod, our 

folly, or our Guilt, in abetting this direft vio¬ 

lation of the Laws of nature and Religion. 

But there are fome who have gone fo far as 

to fay that Slavery is not repugnant to the Ge¬ 

nius of Chriftianity, and that it is not forbid¬ 

den in any part of the Scriptures C[. Natural 

and Revealed Religion always fpeak the fame 

things, although the latter delivers its precepts 

with a louder, and more diftindt voice than the 

former. If it could be proved that no teftimo- 

ny was to be found in the Bible againft a prac¬ 

tice fo pregnant with evils of the mod deftruc- 

tive tendency to fociety, it would be fufficient 

to overthrow its divine Original. We read it is 

true of Abraham’s having flaves born in his 

houfe ; and we have reafon to believe, that 

part of the riches of the patriarchs confided in 

them } but we can no more infertile lawfulnefs 

of 

This opinion has been lately fupported in a Trea- 

tife upon the Ranks of Society, by John Millar, 

L. L„ D. ProfelTor of Law in the Univerlity of Glafcoiy, 
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of the practice, from the lhort account which the 

[ewifli hiftorian gives us of thefe fads, than 

we can vindicate telling a lie, becaufe Rahab 

is not condemned for it in the account which 

is given of her deceiving the king of Jericho 

We read that fome of the fame men indulg¬ 

ed themfelves in a plurality of wives, with¬ 

out any ftridures being made upon their con- 

dud for it •, and yet no one will pretend to fay, 

that this is not forbidden in many parts of the 

Old Teftament*. But we are told the Jews kept 
♦ _ ^ 

the Heathens in perpetual bondage The De- 

fign of providence in permitting this evil, was 

probably t« prevent the Jews from marrying a- 

moncr ftrangers, to which their intercourfe with 

them upon any other footing than that of flaves, 

would 

3 And the king of Jericho fent unto Rahab, faying, 
Bring forth the men that are come to thee, which are en- 
tred into thine loufe: for they be come to fearch out all 

' the country. 
a And the woman took the two men, and hid them, 

and faid thus, There came raen unto me, but I wift not 
whence they were: 

r And it came to pafs about the time of fhutting or the 
gate, when it was dark, that the men went out: whither 
the men went, I wot not: purfue after them quickly, for 
ye (hall overtake them. 

6 But die brought them up to the roof of the houfe, and 
hjd them with the ltalks of flax, which fhc hud laid in. 
order upon the roof. Joshua, hapt. II. 

# Prov. v. 18, 19, 20. t Levit. xxv. 44, 45> 46* 
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would naturally have inclined them (1. Had 

this taken place—their National Religion would 

have been corrupted- they would have 

contrafled all their vices -f, and the intention 

of providence in keeping them a diftindt people, 

in order to accomplifli the promife made to A- 

braham, that “ in his Seed all the Nations of 

the earth fliould be bleffed,” would have been 

defeated * fo that the defcent of the Messiah 

from Abraham, could not have been trac¬ 

ed, and the divine comrniiTion of the Son of 

God 

|| That marriage with Grangers was looked upon as 

a crime among the Jews, we learn from Eziaix. i to 6, 

alfo from the whole of Chapter x. 

! May nct this be the reafon why Swine’s flefn w. s for¬ 

bidden to the Jews, lead they fhould be tempted to eat 

with their Heathen neighbours, who ufed it in diet ? 

This appears more probable than the opinion of Dodtor 

Mead, who fuppofes that it has a phydeal tendency to 

produce the leprefy; or that of Voltaire, who afierts 

that the Jews learned to abdam from tnis Mefii from the 

^Egyptians, who valued the Hog almod to a degree of 

idolatry for its great ufefulnefs in rooting up the Ground. 

What makes this Conjedture the more probable is, that 

th: 

t 
? 



God, would have wanted one of its moft pow¬ 

erful arguments to fupport it. But with regard 

to their own countrymen, it is plain, perpetual 

flavery was not tolerated. Hence, at the end of 

feven years or in the year of the jubilee, all the 

Hebrew (laves were fet at liberty -f, and it was 

held unlawful to detain them in fervitude lon¬ 

ger than that time, except by their own Con- 

fent. J But if, in the partial Revelation which 

GOD made, of his will to the Jews, 

we find fuch teftimonies againfi: flavery, what 

may we not expeft from the Gofpel, the De- 

fign of which was to aboliili all diftin£ti- 

ons 

the Jews abdained from feveral other kinds of flelh ufed 

by their Heathen neighbours, which have never been ac- 

cufed of bringing on difeafes of the (kin, & which were 

ufed conftantly in diet by the Egyptians. The account 

which Tacitus gives of the diet and cudoms of the 

Jews, is diredlly to our purpofe-- 

“ Bos quoque immolantur, quem iEgyptli apin co- 

lunt. yEgyptii pleraque animalia, Effigiefque compofi- 

tas venerantur ; judaei mente fola, unumque numen in- 

telligunt. Seperati Epulis, difcreti Cubilibus, Aliena- 

rum Concubitu Abftinent.” 
Histor. Lie. V. 

f Deuteronomy xxiv. 7.- J Deut. xv. iz. 
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oris of name and country. While the Jews 

thought they complied with the precepts of the 

law, in confining the love of their neighbour 

“ to the children of their own people,” Chrifh 

commands us to look, upon all mankind even 

our Enemies § as our neighbours and brethren, 

and “ in all things, to do unto them whatever we 

would wifh they fhould do unto us. lie tells 

us further that his “ Kingdom is not of this 

World,” and therefore confiantly avoids laying 

any thing that might interfere direftly with the 

Roman or Jewilh Governments : fo that altho’ 

he does not call upon mailers to emancipate 

their Haves, or upon Haves to afiert that Li¬ 

berty wherewith God and Nature had made 

them free, yet there is fcarcelv a Parable or a 

Sermon in the whole hifiory of his life, but 

what contains the ftrongeft arguments againft 

Slavery. Every prohibition of Covetoufnefs 

__Intemperance—Pride'-—Uncleannefs 

Theft-and Murder, which he delivered, — 

every lefi'on of meeknefs, humility, forbear¬ 

ance, Charity, Self-denial, and brotherly-love, 
which 

§ This is Itrongly inculcated in the ftory of the good 

Samaritan, Luke x. 



which he taught, are levelled againft this e- 

vil ^-for Slavery, while it includes all the 

former Vices, necefiarily excludes the prac¬ 

tice of all the latter Virtues, both from the 

Matter and the Slave.-Let fuch, there¬ 

fore, who vindicate the traffic of buying and 

felling Souls, feek fome modern Syttem of 

Religion to fupport it, and not prefume to 

fandtify their crimes by attempting to recon¬ 

cile it to the fublime and perfect Religion of 

the Great Author of Chriftianity .* 
AT~' L 1 here 

* The influence of Chriftianity in putting a flop to 

Slavery, appears in the firft chriftian emperor Conftan- 

tine,who commanded,under the fevereft penalties, all fuch 

as had flaves, to fet them at liberty. He afterwards con¬ 

trived to render the manumiflion of them much eaftcr 

than formerly, for inftead of recurring to the forms pref¬ 

erred by the Roman laws, which were attended with 

great difficulties and a conftderable expence, he gave 

leave to mafters to infranchife their flaves in the prefence 

of a bifhop, or a minifter and a chriftian aftembly. 

Univerfal Hiflory, vol. xv. p. 574, 577. 

Dr. Robertson, in treating of thofe caules which 

weakened the feudal fyftem, and finally aboliftied Sla¬ 

very 



( *5 ) 

There are fome amongft us who cannot 

help allowing the force of our laft argument, 

but plead as a motive for importing and keep- 

. ing Haves, that they become acquainted with 

C the 

very in Europe, in the 14th century, has the following 

Obfervations- 

“ The gentle fpirit of the Chriftian Religion, together 

with the do&rines which it teaches, concerning the ori¬ 

ginal equality of mankind, as well as the impartial eye 

with which the almighty regard* men of every conditi¬ 

on, and admits them to a participation of his benefits, 

are inconfiftent with fervitude. But in this, as in many 

other inftances, Confiderations of Intereft and the Max¬ 

ims of falfe Policy, led men to a conduct inconfiftent 

with their principles. They were fo fenfiblc, however, 

of the Inconfiftency, that to fet their Fellow Chriftians 

at liberty from fervitude was deemed an a£l of piety 

highly meritorious, and acceptable to Heaven. The 

humane fpirit of the Chriftian Religion, ftruggled with 

the Maxims and Manners of the World, and contribut¬ 

ed more than any other circumftance, to introduce the 

pra&ice of manumiflion. The formality of manumifti- 

on was executed in a church or a religious aftembly.— 

The pcrfon to be fet free, was led round the great altar, 

with a torch in his hand, he took hold of the horns of 

the altar, and there the folemn words conferring liber¬ 

ty, were pronounced.” 

Charles V. Hiftoncal Illuftrations# Note xx. 

■ — 



the principles of the religion of our country. — 

This is like juftifying a highway robbery be- 

caufe part of the money acquired in this man¬ 

ner was appropriated to fome religious ufe. —• 

Chriftianity will never be propagated by any o- 

ther methods than thofe employed by Chrift and 

his Apoftles. Slavery is an engine as little fitted 

for that purpofe as Fire or the Sword. A 

Chriftian Slave is a contradiction in terms. § 

But if we enquire into the methods employed 

for converting the Negroes to Christianity, we 

fhall find the means fuited to the end propof- 

ed. In many places Sunday is appropriated 

to 
■ • ~ » 

% St PauFs letter to Philemon, in behalf of Onefimus,. 

is faid by fome to contradict this aiTertion, but, if viewed 

properly, will rather fupport it. He defires Philemon to 

receive him “ not as a Servant, but as a Brother belov¬ 

ed,” “ as his Son-—and part of himfelf.” In other parts of 

his Writings, he obliquely hints at the impoffibility of li¬ 

nking the duties of a Chriftian, with the offices of a Slave. 

st Ye are bought with a price, be not therefore the fer- 

vants of men.” i Corinth, vii. 23. Had he lived to fee 

chriftianity eftabhfhed by Law, in the countries where he 

preached, with what a torrent of chriftian Eloquence may 

we not fuppofe he would have declaimed againft flaverv l 



to work for themfelves. Reading and writing 

are difeouraged among them. A belief is e- 

ven inculcated among Come, that they have no 

Souls. In a word,—Every attempt to inftruft 

or convert them, has been conftantly oppofed 

by their matters. Nor has the example of 

their chriftian matters any tendency to prejudice 

them in favor of our religion. How often do 

they betray, in their fudden tran {ports of an¬ 

ger and refentment (againft which there is no 

reftraint provided towards their Negroes) the 

moft violent degrees of paffion and fury ! -- 

What luxury—what ingratitude to the fupreme 

being—what impiety in their ordinary converfa- 

tion do fome of them dilcover in the prefenceof 

their (laves ! I fay nothing of the dittolution 

of marriage vows, or the entire abolition of ma- 

trimony, which the frequent fale of them intro¬ 

duces, and which are dire&ly contrary to the 

law of nature and the principles of chrittianity. 

Would to Heaven I could here conceal the 

{hooking violations of chaftity, which fome of 

them are obliged to undergo without daring to 

complain. Hufbands have been forced to pro- 

ftitute their wives, and mothers their daughters, 

to 



to gratify the brutal lull of a matter. This—all 

—this is pradtifed- Blufh—ye impure and 

hardened monfters, while I repeat it- by 

men who call themfelves chriftians ! 

But further-It has been faid that we do a 

kindnefs to the Negroes by bringing them to A- 

merica, as we thereby fave their lives, which had 

been forfeited by their being conquered in war§. 

Let fuch as prefer or inflidt flavery rather than 

Death, difown their being defcended from or 

connected 

§ <£ From the right of killing in cafe of conqueft, poli- 

■icians have drawn that of reducing to llavery ; a confe¬ 

rence as ill grounded as the principle. 

There is no fuch thing as a Right of reducing people to 

lavery, but when it becomes neceftary for the prefervati- 

on of the conqueft. Prefervation, but not fervitude, is the 

end of conqueft; though fervitude may happen fometimes 

to be a neceftary means of Prefervation. 

Even in that cafe it is contrary to the nature of things, 

that the flavrry Ihould be perpetual. The people enftav- 

ed ought to be rendered capable of becoming fubjedls.,> 

Montefquieu’s Spirit of Laws, Book x. Chap. 3* 

“ Servi autem ex eo appellati funt, quod Imperato- 

res captivos vender^, ac per hoc fervare, nec Occidere fo- 

lent. Servitus eft Conftitutio Juris Gentium, qua quis 

Lominio alieno contra Naturam fubjicitur.-- 

Juftinian. Inftitut. L. i. Tit. 3. 
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conne&ed with our mother countries.-But it 

will be found, upon enquiry, that many are 
\ 

ftolen or feduced from their friends, who have 
r 

never been conquered ; and it is plain, from the 

. teftimony of hiftorians and travellers, that wars 

were uncommon among them, until the chrifti- 

ans who began the (lave trade, fxirred up the 

different nations to fight againft each other. 

Sooner let them imbrue their hands in each o- 

tners blood, or condemn one another to perpetu¬ 

al flavery, than the name of one chriflian, or one 

American be ftained by the perpetration of fuch 

enormous crimes. Nor let it be urged that by 

treating flaves well, we render their fituation 

happier in this Country than it was in their own. 

•-Slavery and Vice are connected together, 

and the latter is always a fource of mifery. Be- 

fides, by the greateft humanity we can fnow 

them, we only lefien, but do not remove the 

crime, for the injuftice of it continues the fame. 

The law's of Retribution are fo ftrongly inculcat¬ 

ed by the moral governor of the world, that e- 

ven the ox is entitled to his reward for “ tread¬ 

ing the Corn.” How great then mu ft be the a- 

mount of that injuftice which deprives fo many 

of 



I 

( 20 ) 

of our fellow creatures of the juft reward of 

their labour ! J 

But it will be afked here, What fteps fhali 

we take to remedy this Evil, and what fhali 

we do with thofe Slaves we have already in this 

Country ? This is indeed a mod difficult quef- 

tion. But let every man contrive to anfwer it 

for himfeif. If you poffefTed an eflate which 

was bequeathed to you by your ancestors, and 

were afterwards convinced that it was the juft 

property of another man, would you think it 

right to continue in the pofleffion of it ? would 

you not give it up immediately to the lawful 

owner ? The voice of all mankind would mark 

him for a villain who would refufe to comply 

with this demand of juftice. And is not keep¬ 

ing a flave after you are convinced of the un- 

lawfulnefs of it—a crime of the fame nature ? 

all 
* • 

t \ 

X The debt cf a madar to a negro man whofe work is 

valued at ten pounds derling a year, deducting forty (hil¬ 

lings a year, which is the mod that is laid out for their 

cloathin^ in the Wed-Indies, amounts, in the courfe of 20 
o 

years, to£> 160 derling. "T he victuals are included in the 

above wages. Thefe confid chiefly cf vegetables, and 

are very cheap. 
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All the money you lave, or acquire by their la¬ 

bor is ftolen from them •, and however plaufl- 

ble the excufe may be that you form to recon¬ 

cile it to your confciences, yet be allured that 

* your crime Hands regiftered in the court of Hea¬ 

ven as a breach of the eighth commandment. 

The firft ftep to be taken to put a flop to 

flavery in this country, is to leave of importing 

fiaves. For this purpofe let our afiemblies u- 

nite in petitioning the king and parliament to 

difl'oive the African company * It is by this in¬ 

corporated band of robbers that the trade has 

been chiefly carried on to America. We have 

the more reafon to expedt relief from an applica¬ 

tion at this juncture, as, by a lace deciflon in 

favor of a Virginia Have, at Weftminfter-Hall, 

the Clamors of the whole nation are raifed a- 

gainft them. Let fuch of cur countrymen as 

engage in the Have trade, be fhunned as the 

greateft enemies to our country, and iet the vei- 

fels 

* The Virginia affembly, which had the honor of be¬ 

ing firft on the continent in oppoiing the American Stamp 

Ad by their Refolves, have lately fet another laudable 

example to the colonies in being the firft in petitioning 

for a redrefs of this grievance. 
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fels which bring the flaves to us, be avoided as 

if they bore in them the Seeds of that forbidden 

fruit, whofe baneful tafte deftroyed both the na¬ 

tural and moral world.—— As for the Negroes 

among us, who, from having acquired ail the# 

low vices of (lavery, or who, from age or infir¬ 

mities are unfit to be fet at liberty, I would pro- 

pofe, for the good of fociety, that they fhould 

continue the property of thofe with whom they 

grew old, or from whom they contracted thofe 

vices and infirmities. But let the young Ne¬ 

groes be educated in the principles of virtue and 

religion—let them be taught to read, and write 

•-and afterwards inftrufted in fome bufinefs, 

whereby they may be able to maintain them- 

felves. Let laws be made to limit the time of 

their fervitude, and to entitle them to all the 

privileges of free-born Britifh fubjefts. At a- 

ny rate let Retribution be done to God and to 

Society. * And 

* A worthy friend of mine has favoured me with the 
following Extrad of a letter from Granville Sharp, 

Efq; of London. 

“TAM told of fome Regulations that have taken 
X Place in the Spanifh Colonies, which do the Spa¬ 

niard much Honor and are certainly worthy onr Imitati¬ 
on, in cafe we ihould not be fo happy as to obtain an en¬ 

tire 
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And now my countrymen. What fhall I add 

more to roufe up your Indignation againft Slave- 

D keeping. 

tire Abolition of Slavery and probably you wou’d find 
many American Subjects that wou’d be willing to pro¬ 
mote fuch Regulations, tho’ the fame People wou’d ltre- 
nuoufly oppofe the fcheme of a totalAbolition of Slavery* 
] have never feen an Account of the Spanifh Regulations 
in writing, but I underhand that they are to the follow¬ 
ing Effedt: As foon as a Have is landed, his Name, Price, 
&c. are regifter’d in a public Office, and the Maher is 
obliged to allow him One Working Day in every Week 
to himfelf, belides Sundays, fo that if the Slave chufes to 
work for his Mailer on that Day, he receives the Wages 
of a Freeman for it, and whatever he gains by his Labor 
on that Day, is fo fecured to him by Law, that the Maf- 
ter cannot deprive him of it.This is certainly a conlider- 
able Step towards the aboliffiing abfolitte Slavery. As 
foon as the (lave is able to purchafe another working Day, 
the mailer is obliged to fell it to him at a proportiona¬ 
ble price, viz. i-fifth Part of his original Coll : and lo 
likewife the remaining 4 Days at the fame Rate, as foon 
as theSlave is able to redeem them,after which he is ab- 
folutely free. This is fuch an Encouragement to Induftry* 
that even the moll indolent are tempted to exert them- 
felves. Men who have thus worked out their Free¬ 
dom are inured to the Labour of the Country and are cer¬ 
tainly the mod ufeful Subjects that a Colony can acquire* 
Regulations might be formed upon the fame Plan to en¬ 
courage the Indullry of Slaves that are already imported 
into the colonics, which would teach them how to main¬ 
tain themfelves and be as ufeful, as vvcllas lefsexpenfive 
to the Planter. They would by fuch Means become Mem¬ 
bers of Society and have an intered in the Welfare of the 
Community, which would add greatly to the Strength 
and Security of each Colony; whereas, at prefer* many 
of the Planters are in continual Danger of being cut 
off by their Slaves,—a Fate which, they but too juilly de- 
ferve ! ” 

_ 



keeping. Confider the many complicated crimes 

it involves in it. Think of the bloody Wars 

which are fomented by it, among the African 

nations, or if thefe are too common to affeft you, 

think of the pangs which attend the diflolution 

of the ties of nature in thofe who are ftolen from 

their relations. Think of the many thoufands 

who perifh by ficknefs, melancholy and filicide, 

in their voyages to America. Purfue the poor 

devoted victims to one of the Weft India iflands, 

and fee them expofed there to public fale. Hear 

their cries, and fee their looks of tendernefs at 

each other upon being feperated. —-Mothers are 

torn from their Daughters, and Brothers from 

Brothers, without the liberty of a parting em¬ 

brace. Their mailer’s name is now marked up¬ 

on their breads with a red hot iron. But let us 

purfue them into a Sugar Field, and behold a 

feene flill more affefting than this -— See ! 

the poor wretches with what reludlance they 

take their Inftruments of Labor into their hands. 

—Some of them, overcome with heat and fick¬ 

nefs, feek to refrefh themfelves by a little reft. 

--But, behold an Overfeer approaches them. 

—In vain they fue for pity.-— He lifts up 

his 
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his Whip, while {Ireams of Blood follow every 

Broke. Neither age nor fex are fpared. — Me- 

thinks one of them is a woman far advanced in 

her pregnancy.—At a little diftance from thefe 

behold a man, who from his countenance and 

deportment appears as if he was defcended from 

illuftrious anceftors.-Yes.—He is the fon of 

a Prince, and was torn, by a ftratagem, from 

an amiable wife and two young children—Mark 

his fullen looks ! —now he bids defiance to the 

tyranny of his Mafter, and in an inftant plunges 

a Knife into his Heart.—But, let us return from 

this Scene, and fee the various modes of arbi¬ 

trary punifhments inflicted upon them by their 

matters. Behold one covered with (tripes, into 

which melted wax is poured—another tied down 

to a block or a (take—a third fufpended in the 

air by his thumbs — a fourth obliged to fet 

or ftand upon red hot iron-a fifth,—-1 

cannot relate it.---Where now is Law 

or Tuftice ? -Let us fly to them to ftep in 

for their relief.-Alas!-The one is fi- 

lent, and the other denounces more terrible pu¬ 

nifhments upon them. Let us attend the place 

appointed for inflidting the penalties of the law\ 

See 

1 



See here one without a limb, whofe only crime 

was an attempt to regain his Liberty—another 

led to a Gallows for eating a morfel of Bread, 

to which his labor gave him a better title than 

his mafter—a third famifhing on a gibbit-a 

fourth, in a flame of Fire !— his fhrieks pierce 

the very heavens.-O ! God ! Where is 

thy Vengeance!--— O ! Humanity—juft- 

ice—-Liberty—Religion !-* Where,—where 

are ye fled.—--—— 

This is no exaggerated Pidure. It is taken 

from real Life.-Before I conclude I fhall 

take the liberty of addrefling feveral Gaffes of 

my countrymen in behalf of our Brethren (for 

by that name may we now call them) who are 

in a ftate of Slavery among us. 

In the firft place let Magistrates both fu- 

preme and inferior, exert the authority they are 

invefted with, in fuppreffing this evil. Let them 

difcountenance it by their example, and fhow a 

readinefs to concur in every meafure propofed to 

remedy it. 
« 

Let Legislators, refled upon theTruft re¬ 

po fed in them. Let their laws be made after 

the 
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the Spirit of Religion—Liberty—-and our mod 

excellent Englifh Conftitution. You cannot 

fliow your attachment to your King or your 

love to your country better than by fuppreffing 

an evil which endangers the dominions of the 

former, and will in Time deftroy the liberty 

of the latter. * Population and the acceffion 

of ftrangers, in which the Riches of all coun¬ 

tries confift, can only flourifh in proportion 

as tlavery is difcouraged. Extend the privile¬ 

ges we enjoy, to every human creature born a- 

mong 

* By a late Calculation, it appears that there are eight 
hundred and fifty thoufand Negroe (laves in the Britifh co¬ 
lonies and i(lands. From the number and burden of (hips 
which arefent from England to Africa for (laves, we can, 
with a good deal of certainty, conclude, that there are not 
lefs than one hundred thoufand of them imported into A- 
merica every year. By particular enquiry it was found, 
that one hundred and four thoufand were imported in the 

year 1768 
fn moderate governments, it is a point of the 

higheft importance, that there fliould not be a great 
number of (laves. The political liberty of thofe dates adds 
to the value of civil liberty ; and he who is deprived of 
the latter, is alfo deprived of the former. He lees the hap- 
pinefs of a fociety, of which he is not 10 much as a mem¬ 
ber ; he fees the Security of Others lenced by lav's, him- 
felf without fo much protection. He fees his mailer has a 
Soul, that can enlarge idelf ; while his own is condiain- 
ed to fubmitto almod continual depredion. Nothing more 
afiindlates a Man to a Bead, than living among Freemen, 
himfelf a Slave. Such people as thele are the natural e* 
fiemies of a fociety, and their number mud be dan^eious. 

Spirit of Laws, Book xv. Chapt. 12. 

__. . 
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mong us, and let not the Journals of our Af- 

femblies be difgraced with the records of laws, 

which allow exclufive privileges to men of 

one color in preference to another. 

Ye men of Sense and Virtue-Ye Ad¬ 

vocates for American Liberty, roufe up and e- 

ipoufe the caufe of Humanity and general Liber¬ 

ty. Bear a teftimony againft a vice which de¬ 

grades human nature, and difTolves that univer- 

fal tie of benevolence which fhould connefl all 

the children of men together in one great Fa¬ 

mily.-The plant of liberty is of lo tender a 

Nature, that it cannot thrive long in the neigh- 

bourhood of fiavery. Remember the eyes of all 

Europe are fixed upon you, to preferve an afTy- 

lum for freedom in this country, after thelaft pil¬ 

lars of it are fallen in every other quarter of the 

Globe. 

But chiefly-ye Ministers of the Gos¬ 

pel, whofe Dominion over the principles and 

aftionsof men is fo univerfally acknowledged and 
felt, 

The alterations in the laws in favour of Negroes, 
fhould be gradual, —’till the evil Habits they have ac¬ 
quired by Slavery, are eradicated. There are feveral 
privileges, however, which might be extended to them im¬ 
mediately, without the left rifk to Society, in particular 
that ineftinnable one of Tryal by Juries. 

% 



felt,-Ye who eftimate the wrorth of your fel¬ 

low creatures by their Immortality, and therefore 

muff look upon all Mankind as equal; — let 

your zeal keep pace with your Opportunities to 

put a flop to Slavery. While you enforce the 

duties of “ tithe and cummin,5’ negleCt not the 

weightier laws of juftice and humanity. Sla¬ 

very is an Hydra fin, and includes in it every vi¬ 

olation of the precepts of the Law and the 

Gofpel. In vain will you command your flocks 

to offer up the incence of Faith and Charity, 

while they continue to mingle the Sweat and 

Blood of Negro (laves with their facrifices.-- 

If the Blood of Able cried aloud for venge¬ 

ance;—If, under the Jewifh difpenfation, Ci¬ 

ties of refuge could not fcreen the deliberate 

murderer—if even manflaughter required facri¬ 

fices to expiate it,—and if a Angle murder fo fel- 

dom efcapes with impunity in any civilized 

country, what may you not lay againft that trade, 

or thofe manufactures—or Laws, § which deftroy 

the 

$ u If anyNe^roor other Slave under punifhment by 
his mailer, or his order for running away, or any other 
crimes or mildemeanors towards his laid mailer, unfortu¬ 
nately Hi all fuffer in life or member, no perfon whate- 

J ver 



the lives of fo many thoufands of our fellow 

creatures every year ?——If in the Old Tefta- 

ment “ God fwears by his holinefs, and by the 

excellency of Jacob, that the Earth fhall trem¬ 

ble, and every one mourn that dwelleth there¬ 

in lor the iniquity of thofe who opprefs the 

poor and crufh the needy,” cc who buy the poor 

with filver, and the needy with a pair of fhoes,5’^[ 

what judgments may you not denounce upon 

thole who continue to perpetrate thefe crimes, 

after the more full difeovery which God has 

made of the law of Equity in the new Teft- 

ament. Put them in mind of theRod which was 

held over them a few years ago in the Stamp 

and Revenue Acts. Remember that national 

crimes require national punifhments, and with¬ 

out declaring what punifhment awaits this e- 

vil, you may venture to affure them, that it 

cannot pafs with impunity, unlefs God fhall 

ceafe to be juft or merciful. 

ver fhall be liable to any fine; But if any man fiiall of 
wantonnefs, or only of bloody mindednefs, or cruel in¬ 
tention, wilfully kill a Negro, Gr other Have of his own, 
he fhall deliver into the public treafury fifteen pounds jfter- 
ling, and not be liable to any other punifhment, or for¬ 
feiture for the fame.” Laws ofBarbadoes, Adi 329. 

«[ Amos iv. 1, 2.-viii, 6, 7. 

THE END, 














